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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BELIZE 0227 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRDEAGR 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR SUGAR DATA 
REF: STATE 066941 

FOLLOWING IS INFORMATION REQUESTED BY REFTEL: 

1 . TOTAL PRODUCTION COST FOR SSGAR IN 1976 WAS U. S. 13.23 
CENTS PER POUND; 1975 COST WAS U. S. 16.24 CENTS PER POUND. 

FIGURES INCLUDE COST OF PURCHASING CANE FROM FARMERS. 

INDUSTRY OFFICIALS ESTIMATE VARIABLE COSTS, INCLUDING PUR- 
CHASE OF CANE, TO BE 75 PERCENT OF TOTAL, WITH REMAINING 

25 PERCENT FIXED. SEE NOTE 2 BELOW. 

2. PRICE PAID TO CANE GROWERS IN 1976 WAS U. S. 9.05 CENTS 

PER POUND. MECHANISM FOR PAYING FARMERS IS REVENUE SHARING 
ARRANGEMENT UNDER WHICH CANE GROWERS RECEIVE 65 PERCENT OF 
NET PROCEADS OF SALE OF SUGAR PRODUCTS. 

3. RETAIL CONSUMER PRICES: 

A) REFINED SUGAR - U. S. 52.5 CENTS PER POUND (IMPORTED 
CASTER SUGAR); 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BELIZE 00227 051906Z 

B) MOST COMMON SUGAR (UNREFINED) - U. S. 6.5 CENTS PER 

POUND FOR WHITE (WHITENED FOR LOCAL MARKET THROUGH CHEMICAL 
PROCESS DEVELOPED LOCALLY AND KNOWN AS "TADALODURA PROCESS") 
AND U. S. 5.5 CENTS PER POUND FOR BROWN SUGAR. 

CONSUMER PRICES ARE HEAVILY SUBSIDIZED DUE TO GOB PRICE CONTROLS; 
INDUSTRIAL USERS PAY U. S. 1 1.16 CENTS PER POUND (EX FACTORY) FOR 
WHITE SUGAR, U. S. 10.32 CENTS FOR BROWN. 
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4. AVERAGE UNIT VALUE OF 1976 EXPORT SHIPMENTS - U. S. 14.02 
CENTS PER POUND; U. S. 21.04 CENTS IN 1975. 

5. LATEST PRICE RECEIVED FGR PREFERENTIAL SHIPMENTS - U. S. 

13.76 CENTS PER POUND (EEC. 1976). 

NOTES: (1) ALL COSTS AND PRICES ARE "FREE ALONGSIDE SHIP" 

(FAS), EXCEPT IN ITEM NO. 3 (RETAIL CONSUMER PRICES). 

(2) SINCE BELIZE SUGAR INDSUTRIES, LTD. (BSI), BELIZE'S 
ONLY SUGAR PRODUCER, INCLUDES CANE PURCHASES IN ITS FIGURING OF 
PRODUCTION COSTS, COSTS PER POUND WILL VARY WIDELY FROM YEAR TO YEAR 
AS NET PROCEEDS (AND THUS PAYMENTS TO FARMERS) 

FLUCTUATE WITH INTERNATIONAL SUGAR PRICES. BSI THEREFORE 
BELIEVES AVERAGE PRODUCTION COST IS MEANINGLESS IN BELIZEAN 
CONTEXT AND HAS INSTEAD FURNISHED FIGURES FOR TWO YEARS - 
1975, WHICH WAS EXCELLENT YEAR FOR INDUSTRY, AND 1976, WHICH 
COMPANY REGARDS AS MORE REPRESENTATIVE. 

GAWF 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SUGAR, DATA, PRICES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 05-Apr-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BELIZE00227 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 18-0742 
Format: TEL 
From: BELIZE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770488/aaaacyyq.tel 

Line Count: 82 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 0e5079aa-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION STR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 66941 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 16-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2898719 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: REQUEST FOR SUGAR DATA 
TAGS: ETRD, EAGR, BH 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/0e5079aa-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



